HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

1978
           RON RICE, BENICIA FIRE DEPARTMENT, Chief of the Volunteers,

President Emeritus, Association Founder, First President, Past Director,                                               
Lead Muster Announcer


The Benicia Fire Department was very active in mustering during the 1960’s and early 1970’s.  During this period there were eight to twelve muster each year, each one using different contest rules, and most without safety precautions.  Ron Rice saw the need for a state muster organization.   It was Ron’s call to organize and under his direction that formed the Association in 1974.  Ron’s vision and his leadership organized the Association on the principals of a standardization of the competition rules, necessary safety standards for the competitors and the viewing public, and to establish the sanctioning of five musters each year by the Association. 
From the first day to the present, Ron generously gives advice and counsel to all members of the organization.

The Association’s Ron Rice Founders Award, which is presented to the best member organization of the year, is named in his honor.
1979

BOB FRIES, FIRE CHIEF, SIERRA CONSERVATION CENTER, JAMESTOWN

Founding Director

Chief Fries established, within the State’s correctional system, an extremely successful program where inmates restore antique fire apparatus for fire departments throughout the state.  Bob’s specialty is restoring hand engines. He is responsible for the restoration and preservation of more than forty California hand engines. 
The Association’s Bob Fries Hand Engine Award is named in his honor.
1985
FRANCIS KIRBY, LA VERNE, Private Owner of Fire Apparatus, 

Awarded Posthumously
                     Past Director


Francis, with his own 1931 Seagrave, was part of a group responsible for bringing musters to Southern California.  He was the 1980 and 1983 Class III Hosewagon State Champion, and in 1983, his 1931 Seagrave was the Santa Rosa Manufacturing Award winner.  When not mustering, he enjoyed driving his fire engine in local events representing the Shriners. Francis died of a heart attack at this year’s Fresno muster after completing his competition run.  
1986
DEAN YOUNG, MERCED COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Founding Director, Vice President, Past President, Past Director
Dean has held an office longer than anyone else in the Association.  As the third president, he took the Association through the 1977 dry year of mustering, and in the 1980's through the north-south split.  In his first eleven years of mustering, Dean missed only one sanctioned muster.  
The Association’s Dean Young Award, presented to the member of the year, is named in his honor.
1987
BILL KOENIG, SAN FRANCISCO FIRE DEPARTMENT,

                     St. Francis Hook & Ladder Society


Founding Director, Vice President, Past President, Muster Announcer
Bill was responsible for forming the articles of incorporation, by‑laws, tax exemption status, membership certificates, professional redesign of the logo, and the redesigning of the state championship trophies to include a replica model of the very first winner of each classification.  He has always been instrumental in moving the Association forward.

1989
BILL MEHAFFEY, MORRO BAY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Awarded Posthumously


Past Director

Bill was the organizer of the Morro Bay musters, which helped to extend mustering to Southern California. 
The association’s Bill Mehaffey Award, for the best muster of the year, is named in his honor.
1992
DAN PATERSON, PAST PRIME PUMPER COMPANY, Auburn, Awarded Posthumously

Association Legal Division
Dan, an attorney by profession and a private owner of antique fire apparatus, was the one person responsible for bringing a rebirth of mustering to the Gold Country.  He brought sanctioned musters to Auburn and he assisted in the formation of many new muster teams in and around the Gold Country area.

1993
LIBERTY ENGINE COMPANY #1, VIRGINIA CITY, NEVADA


Responsible for bringing mustering to Nevada and hosting numerous musters.

1994
CHARLEY ANGELL, ELK GROVE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Past Director, Vice President, Past President 


Charley has attended musters all over the western states, always spreading the word of the Association.  During his terms as President, he strived to bring the state together to muster in the tradition of the Association.
The Association’s Charley Angell Fellowship through Competition Award is named in his honor. 
